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Native communities can help drive
economyublished Monday March 23rd, 2009

Training | It's time to get workforce ready, says native
leader

A3-By SHAWN BERRY
berry.shawn@dailygleaner.com

Native people need more access to literacy and training programs if they're to play a part in
driving Canada's economy, says the national chief of the Assembly of First Nations.

A

The Daily Gleaner/James West Pho .

Assembly of First Nations Chief Phil Raine, left, shakes hands with former politician Bud
Bird after taking part in Saturdayés forum
Centre in Fredericton.

"We're being denied an opportunity that ought to be taken for granted,” Phil Fesdaine
Saturday as he addressed leaders of New Brunswick's business and native communities.

He was speaking at a First Nations and Business Liaison Group of New Brunswick forum
examining how First Nations and the business sector can best work togetheributoto
economic development in the province.

With Canada'’s aging population, First Nations are a workforce worth tapping into, Fontaine said.
Native communities are growing at a rate that's 3.5 times higher than the national average and 50
per cent ofCanada’s aboriginal population is under 25.
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While inroads are being made, Fontaine said there's still a major need to develop human
resources that includes training at all levelshat will ensure members of native communities
are jobready.

"These arenissed opportunities,” Fontaine said.

Chief Candice Paul of St. Mary's First Nation agreed with Fontaine.

"We have to get our people trained and get them ready for the workforce," she said.

Fontaine said government cutbacks are to blame as native conasaméibeing forced to do
more with less.

The First Nations and Business Liaison Group of New Brunswick is the brainchild of Chief
Noah Augustine of the Metepenagiag First Nation (formerly known as Red Bank) and former
provincial natural resources ministead Bird.

Bird said the forum, which is in its second yeatr, is an ideal way to get everyone at the same table.
"This is an effort to make First Nations welcome in the business community and make the
business community aware of the business opportuaitidshe employment (hiring)
opportunities in the aboriginal community."

He said he'd like to see the industry, and the federal and provincial governments, take on a
greater role in preparing the native workforce for coming opportunities.

People need to sdleat there can be mutual benefit, Bird said.

The forum heard about initiatives that are seeing existing organizations bring native workers into
the fold.

That includes everything from better chances at getting government procurement contracts to an
insidetrack on supplying other nati@vned businessegarticularly those of the Seminole

Indians of Florida. They have holdings in the food services and hospitality industries that are
valued in the billions of dollars.

Augustine said plenty of business pkopave never stepped foot on a native reserve, so the
forum has been a good way to break the ice and chat informally.

"A lot of businesses are not aware of the opportunities for partnership that do exist," he said.
Augustine said education needs to benitized.

"Before you can tap into that workforce, you have to ensure there are opportunities for education
and training."
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Fontaine said industry also needs to be ready and willing to approach development in a co
operative way.

Fontaine said he wanted tetga clear message across to business leaders in New Brunswick.

"l just wanted to tell the business community we're not@etelopment, we're pro
development. We want sustainable development,” he said.

Most importantly, he said, native communities wéugit communities and people to benefit.
The economy is headed for an upcycle, he said, so the time to forge good relations is now.
Companies and governments that don't consult native communities about planned development

are adding a bigger hurdle to thefforts because the Supreme Court of Canada has made it a
duty for government to consult First Nations about development, he said.

Communities have a right to oppose development, he said. But that doesn't mean companies can'

find willing partners.

"We'regoing to have to achieve success together."

He pointed to a $billion mining project in northern Ontario where De Beers, one of the world's
bestknown diamond companies, got engaged with native communities in the preliminary stages

to ensure the projegtould be palatable.

The company built a training centre so members of the community could acquire the skills
needed to be part of the project's workforce, he said.

And like any community, Fontaine said, not every corner will be appeased.
"Is everyone hap@/No. You're not going to get perfection."
A true partnership is one of mutual respect based on values, he said.

"We sincerely believe that turnaround is going to have to be based on partnerships.”
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Tips to Prevent Pasoning in Home
IFNS Secks Board of Directacs
PEI Hosts Injury Prev. Confers nos

Poison Awareness | ‘===t temigionn

Recent data from the I'WK Regionzl Poiszon Centre indicate that approximately 20
percent of all calls received are related to household cleaners. This represents zll age
groups and means of exposure, including ingestion and inhalation.

“The moat concerning of theae callz ia the improper mixing of cleaning producta that
can immediately generate a chlorine-like gas that causea severe reapiratory
aymptomas,” 3ays Ruth Bona, Interim Clinical Leader, IWK Regionzal Poison Centre.
“This sometimes happens inadvertently. For example, when toilet bowl cleaners that
dispense sutomatically are mixed with another cleaner added to scrub the bowl.”

Child Safety Link and the IWK Regionzal Poison Centre highlighted poisoning
prevention, and the importance of labels and hazard symbols during Nationzal Poison
Awareness Week, March 15 - 21, This year, the theme of Nationzl Poizon Awareness
Week was “Aim for Safety, Target the Label.” Hezalth Canada3 reaource of the same
name teaches children about hazard aymbols on poisoncua producta.

"Poizoning by household cleaners occura moat often when a product i3 in use,” 3ays
Sarah Blades, Health Promotion Specialiat with Child Safety Link. "Children should
be closely supervised to reduce the likelihood they will gain accesas to & cleaning
product that could be harmtul.”

For important tips on how to avoid household poisonings, see page 3
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The IWK's Recreation Therapy Service will be pacticipating in this year's HRM Bike Weask by
hosting an Adapted Bike Demonstration at the Halifax Commaons on Sunday, May 31« fram 1-2
p.m. Thay will also have several adapted bikes and trikesavailable for families to borraw to
participate ina Family Bike Ride arcund the cammons fram 2-5p.m.

Ths adapted bikes are all part of the Equipment Loan Program established by the Recreation
"l'herapy Service to snsurs that children and youth with disabilities have accsss to specialized
recréation sguipment ta suppart their participation incommunity programs. The Eguipment
Loann Program recently received a gensrous 850,000 grant fram the IWK's Audliary to purchass
new eguipment, including several new bikes for loan to families throughout Nova Scotia,

Far mare information on this event, please contact Nareen Guptill, I'WK Recreation Therapy
Services, at (BDZ2) 470-8865. Far more infarmation another events taking place during HRAM's Biks
“’eek(hhy 28 — June 6), cantact www halifex cabike weask

Please Join Us...

-..For a networking meeting to discuss car
ssat and booster seat use in the Socuth
West Health District, NS

April 27, 2009
2:30 am-12:30 pm
Nova Scotia Community College,
Burridge Campusa
372 Pleasant Street, Yarmouth, Nova Scotia
*Lunch provided 11:30-12:30*

Car crashes are 2 serious risk to children, leading to injury and sometimes death.

What can we doas a community toensure that!

* All families have the information they need tocarrectly choose: and use: a car s=at?
* All children have a car seat ar boaster seat?

* All familiex can get assistance with installing their car seats if they nead it?

Kim Mundle, coardinatar of the provincial Child Safety Seat Strategy, will facilitate a discussion about
promaotion of correct car seat use inthe South West Health District.

Flease RESVP to: Child Safety Link, oo Kim Mundls, 1-866-Z285-138E extension 1 (car seats) ar
B02-47D-7324. Please leave your name and cantact phone number an the answering service.
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lps to Preventing Poisonings in the Home com=somasge
Several steps can be taken to prevent incidents with cammaon bousehald cleaning products, such as
laundry and hand soaps, and all-purpase tailet bawl, drain and ovencleansrs. Child Safety Link and
the Pasaon Centre would like to emphasize the following safety tips:

% Read labels to ensure product s are used properly.

N Never mix cleansrs.

% Ensure that poisonous cleaners are kept intheirariginal caontainers, ina high locked cupbaard, ta
red pos the chances that a child will be palsaned.

v Remember that child-resistant doss not mean child proaft Children should not be allaowesd ta play with
child-resistant containers. Thess cantainers are only meant ta slow access to the pradoct inside and
many children will be able ta open them if given encugh time to da sa.

w Teach alder children to recagmize hazard symbals.

73 WK REGIOML 555 S e

“Hesp Kids Safe! A Parent’s Guide to Pasan
) Prevention” lavailable in Frenchor English) and a
- nk to Health Canada’s “Am far Safety, Target the

Label™ In case of a real or suspected paisoning, call
Py El1 and ask taspeak to the Paison Centre,

or call 1-80D-5685-8161.

0 IFNS seeks Board of Directors
Injury Free Nova Scotia (IFNS! is acoalition that mandates advocacy and awaranase as
priorities to further injury prevention initiatives in Nova Scotia. To date, [IFNS has
successfully helped enahle legislative support for mandatory helmat use, hooster seats,
; driver-restricted cell phone use, and photo madar.
IFNS is currently looking for a strong, effective hoard of directars to helpcontinueite future success. If you are
interasted in getting involved as a board member with [FNS, please contact Exacutive Director Susan Brushett
atiaa2) 2408527 or email susantrushettSeastlink ca. Please visit our website at injuryfreens.ca.

FPEI hosts Injury Prevention Conference

Sarah Blades, Health Promotion Spacialist, was in PEI this month when March arrived an the island
“like a1 lion." She was invited tospeak at the annual gathering of Cammunity Action Pragram far
Children (CAPCH Canadian Prenatal N utrition Pragram (CPNFP) and Family Resourcs Professionals
an PEl. Sarah gave two waorkshaops on the topic of injury preventiaon at the canference. These facused an
callecting feadback fram individuals an two toals that Child Safety Link has besn developing. One taal
will suppart Family Resource Centres to daeliver Haome Safety Warkshops in thsir communities, and the
other is a template for car seat group education sessians for parents. Despite the freezing rain, the
canferenos was still a success and a great netwarking event. Thanks to Laura Quinn Graham and staff
atthe Family Place in Summerside far inviting us and arganizing this years confersnces!
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Announcements
Rl
CSL has n new
Car Seat Poster
series in French’
English. To view
the six different
posters, please go

= yeur chils resdy?

and click an

HFleass note!
the Canadian
Injury Prevention
conferance
has baen
reschaduled ta

LR O

Jennifer Brittain has
left CSLMs New
Brunswick affice.
Thanks, Jennifer,
& best of luck!

Stay tuned!

Special thanks to our partners in
chiildren’s safeti
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PWK Health Contre
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Child Safety Link
--'\ K Health Centrs

SESOSEE Lm\ ersn:v:t\“ - PO Bex B7
3K 6RE
64886
G66-288-1388
Fax: 8D2) 470-6774

Email: ;}ul\.su"e'vhnk(&xwk nshealth, n
This newsletteris ,Jb"gLea in Masrch, June,
September and December

to the CSL website |

2011 in Vanoouver,

Upcoming Events

Natworking mesting re. car seat and bocstar
stat use in South West Health Distriet

April 27, 2008, 8:30am-12:30 pm, Nova Scatia
Community Callege, Burridge Campus, Yarmouth NS
RESVPE to! Child Safety Link, oo Kim Mundle, 1-BE66-288-
1SEE sxtension 1 {(car ssats) ar 802-470-7324.

Bth Atlantiec Summer Institute on Healthy and

Communities (ASI 2008)
June 3-5, 2008, University of PEIL, Charlottetawn . This
y=arcs themeis “Innovation and Callabaration® Building
Resilient Commumnities” Far maore infarmation, pleass
visit httpilwww. ups ca/si/si 200 en/registration

ACIP AGM acipcapb

TheAtlantic Callabarative on Injury Prevention (ACIP)
will be hasting its first AGM during theAtlantic
Summer Institute {ASIlanJuns 3, atd!30 p.m.at the
University of PEIL, Charlattetown. For maore info about
ACIP ar joining the listserv, pleass contact
jheatley@acipoa.

19th Canadian Multidisciplinary Road Safety
Conference Juns 7-10, 2008, Saskatoon,
Saskatchewan

For mare information, pleass visit www . carsp.ca/
anrsc.htm

Later this Spring, stay tuned for:

* the National Economic Burden of Injuries
report fram Smartrisk-a national repart with
provinsial break downs of the cost of all injuries

* Report en Child & Youth Injuries in NS, from
NS Health Promotion & Protection, highlighting
intenticnal and unintentional injuries

* NS Injury Prevention Strategy Renewal from
the N8 Department of Health Promotion &
Protection .

* Atlantic Report en Children's Injuries, from
Safe Kids Canada and partners, highlighting a
provinsial breakdown of unintenti injuries
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Daily Gleaner
Judge's name put forth for lieutenant-governor

Native leaders are applauding word that Judge Graydon Nicholas is being touted as the
province's next lieutenant-governor.

Phil Fontaine, national chief of the Assembly of First Nations, commended the choice
while in Fredericton on the weekend.

"He would be a great appointment,” Fontaine said of Nicholas, who was one of the
founders of the Union of New Brunswick Indians.

Premier Shawn Graham has recommended to Prime Minister Stephen Harper that
Nicholas, the first native judge in Atlantic Canada, be named the province's next
lieutenant-governor.

In his letter, Graham identified Nicholas as someone who is beyond reproach and
"highly respected for his principles and sense of fairness."

Graham said Harper recently asked him for his suggestions for a nominee.

Fontaine said having Nicholas serve as the Queen's representative in New Brunswick
would instill a lot of confidence in native communities.

He said Nicholas, who grew in Tobique and made his career in Fredericton, is a terrific
role model for all people as someone who is determined and has worked hard.

"He has always made a positive impact,” Fontaine said.
Chief Candice Paul of the St. Mary's First Nation agreed.

"He is well-regarded in our community. He will inspire young people,” Paul said. "That
would be amazing."

Nicholas's determination and reputation for fairness are qualities everyone can rally
around, but she said what's most important is the example he has set.

"Graydon is looked upon as a role model," she said, adding his example is one for
others to emulate.

"It's like Barack Obama. Dream big, it is achievable.”

But it's also recognition of the effort that has propelled him, she said.
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"Graydon really worked hard."

Nicholas, who graduated from law school at the University of New Brunswick, was the
province's first native lawyer. He was appointed to the bench in 1991.

Nicholas also holds a bachelor of science degree in mathematics from St. Francis
Xavier University and a masters in social work from Wilfrid Laurier University. He
received an honorary doctor of laws degree from the latter institution.

He also taught native studies at St. Thomas University and was chair of the department
prior to his appointment to the court. He's a member of STU's board of governors.

He's been a member of the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops' Council for
Reconciliation, Solidarity and Communion with Aboriginal Peoples since it was formed
in 1998.

Justice Minister T.J. Burke, who has a family connection to the Tobique First Nation,
said Nicholas has been an inspiration to him, not only as a fellow Maliseet making his
career in the law, but as someone who is able to see beyond the barriers that obstruct
many.

Nicholas is known for highlighting social matters such as drug abuse and the safety of
convenience store clerks from the bench and for directing his comments in a sincere
way to both the accused and those affected by crime.

Burke said he's represented clients in Nicholas's courtroom too many times to count.

Nicholas, he said, is a man with a rich sense of tradition and values for language,
culture and church.

It was a ruling Nicholas imposed against one of Burke's clients that led the justice
minister to adopt a deeper view of the law and his clients.

"I'll never forget the case. The man was charged with drinking and driving. He was dying
from his alcoholism," said Burke.

Nicholas sentenced the man, but he also showed compassion.

"He was acknowledging that being an alcoholic didn't make my client a bad person, but
that the alcoholism was a bad thing that was having a bad effect. At the end of the day,
my client was convicted, but he walked away saying, 'That might have been the best
treatment | ever got.'

"It gave the man hope he could get better.”
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And Burke said the criticism Nicholas has sometimes faced is a testament to his
empathy for the people who end up in his court.

"He's been criticized as being lenient at times. | think those who know him see him as
compassionate. He always sees the good in people,” said Burke.

Lt.-Gov. Hermenegilde Chiasson, an accomplished Acadian poet, playwright and
university professor, had his term extended by 13 months last year so he will be able to
oversee the Congres Mondial Acadien (Acadian world congress) being hosted on the
Acadian peninsula Aug. 7-23.

Nicholas couldn't be reached for comment.

Greetings,

Let 6s get acti ve! We wi |
basis, every Tuesday and Thursday. Fluctuating times
(11am or 2pm), we will walk to the Brook and back.
Bring your sneaker3d

Marie Kryszko

Alcohol & Drug Addictions Councellor
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