Reinvestin g in education for aboriginal students

Additional funds available for Pabineau First Nation students through provincial government

Chief David Peter-Paul of the Pabineau First Nation is thrilled about additional funds to create new
education opportunities for aboriginal students. “We’ve come up with an agreement that enables us and
challcnges us at the same time to educate our kids in a better way...Academic achievement levels are to be

increased as a direct result of these funds, : he said at a signing ceremony, held last week in the Chalmers
Wing of Bathurst High School.

School District 15 and Pabineau signed an agreement bringing additional educational funds for
aboriginal students in the arca. The agreement is similar to those signed between First Nations and school

districts throughout the province.

New Brunswick is the first province to take this new funding approach. Under the agreement, 50
percent of the fees paid by First Nation students attending public school in New Brunswick will be
reinvested in the district to be targeted specifically to First Nations education initiatives. In addition, for
the first time, First Nations representatives will have a say in how the money is spent. Currently, fees go

into general revenues.

District 15 superintendant$ John McLaughlin said there are three First Nations in District 15,
Pabincau neat Bathurst, Listuguj and Eel River Crossing, which are about an hour north of Bathurst near

Campbellton.

Pabincau was third and final of the First Nations here on the North Shore to sign the agreement.
“It’s been made between the Department of Education and Pabincau First Nations to reinvest half of the
tuition hat is paid by the First Nations for its children to attend public schools, to provide additional services

for those kids,” said Mr. McLaughlin, “It provides significant money for us to put a lot of things in place to
help these kids.”

Allison Brooks is the consultant for First Nation education and the Department of Education. He
said the actual figure for District 15 is about $1.5 million a year. Divided among the three communities
with roughly 320 students, it translates into about $4600 per student per year.

“The overall goal of what we’re trying to accomplish is work towards eliminating an academic
achievement gap that exists between First Nations and non First Nations in public schools,” explained Mr.
Brooks. “Our second goal is to create an environment for the First Nation students that recognize our
cultural background. Thirdly, it’s to build on the partnerships between the first nations communities and
the school districts so the First Nations would have more involvement of the education of their First Nation

students.”

Added Mr. Brooks: “In the past, First Nation students always seemed to be put into a system that
wasn’t theirs and First Nations did not have any input towards the education for their children was being
done. With the agreement in place, a committee will begin to see how the Bathurst arca funds will be

used. The committee is made up of four local school principals and four members of Pabincau First Nation.

“With cight minds at the table, we're going to design programs and implement them to ensure the
kids do much better in the school system,” said Mr. Peter-Paul. “We’ve sat down and had some discussion






